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FARM EMPLOYMENT, HOURS WORKED & WAGE 

 RATES, WEEK OF April 8-14, 2007 1  
 

Item 
 

NE II 2 
 

U. S. 3 
 

 
Thousands

Farm Employment 
 

 
 

  Hired Workers............................ 
 

33 720 
    Expected to be Employed........ 

 
  

      150 Days or More .................. 25 580 
      149 Days or Less................... 8 140 
 

 
Hours 

Hours Worked  
 

  
  Hired .......................................... 37.1 40.6 
    

 
Dollars per Hour

Wage Rates for 
 

 
 

  All Hired Workers ...................... 10.55 10.17 
      
Type of Worker  
  Field & Livestock Combined...... 9.80 9.41 
    Field......................................... 10.34 9.35 
    Livestock.................................. 8.56 9.55 
 
1 Excludes Agricultural Service Workers. 2 NORTHEAST II includes 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey and Delaware.  3 Excludes AK. 

 
 

HIRED WORKERS UNCHANGED, 
WAGE RATES UP 4 PERCENT FROM A YEAR AGO 

 
There were 961,000 hired workers on the Nation’s farms and ranches 
during the week of April 8-14, 2007, unchanged from a year ago.  A 
large increase in California was enough to offset the large declines in 
hired workers in most other regions, resulting in a net change of zero 
from last April.  Of these hired workers, 720,000 workers were hired 
directly by farm operators.  Agricultural service employees on farms 
and ranches made up the remaining 241,000 workers. 

 
 
Farm operators paid their hired workers an average wage of $10.17 
per hour during the April 2007 reference week, up 39 cents from a year 
earlier.  Field workers received an average of $9.35 per hour, up 40 
cents from last April, while livestock workers earned $9.55 per hour 
compared with $9.31 a year earlier.  The field and livestock worker 
combined wage rate, at $9.41 per hour, was up 35 cents from last 
year. 
 
The number of hours worked averaged 40.6 hours for hired workers 
during the survey week, down fractionally from a year ago. 
 
The largest increases in the number of hired farm workers from last 
year occurred in California, Florida, and in the Northeast II (Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania) and Mountain (Idaho, 
Montana, and Wyoming) regions.  In California, last year's reference 
week was plagued by rainfall and unseasonably cool temperatures, 
which delayed most fieldwork.  This year, a return to more normal 
weather patterns allowed cotton and rice planting to progress well 
ahead of average, increasing the demand for field workers.  Cold, wet 
conditions in the Northeast II region slowed most outdoor field 
activities.  However, continued strong demand from nurseries, 
greenhouses, and dairies was more than enough to offset the reduced 
need for workers in most other agricultural sectors.  In the Mountain I 
region, dry, seasonable weather in Idaho offset below normal 
temperatures and damp conditions in the rest of the region, resulting in 
a collectively higher demand for hired workers.  Florida experienced 
abnormally dry conditions last April.  This year, soil moisture levels 
have increased, allowing more fieldwork to be accomplished and 
causing more hired workers to be needed. 
 
The largest decreases in the number of hired farm workers from a year 
ago were in the Appalachian I (North Carolina and Virginia), 
Appalachian II (Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia), Corn Belt II 
(Iowa and Missouri), Southern Plains (Oklahoma and Texas), and 
Northeast I (New England and New York) regions.  In the Appalachian 
I and II regions, hard freezes early in the reference week, along with 
heavy rains later in the week, severely curtailed most field activities.  
Therefore, the demand for hired workers in both regions was 
considerably lower.  Frigid temperatures, torrential rains, and snow 
from two strong winter storms caused major fieldwork delays in the 
Corn Belt II, Southern Plains, and Northeast I regions.  Field worker 
demand was down in all three regions due to these undesirable 
conditions. 



 

  

 
PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS, SELECTED COMMODITIES, MAY 2007 

 
Pennsylvania 

 
United States  

Commodity 
 

Unit  
May 2006 

 
Apr 2007 May 2007 1 

 
May 2006 

 
Apr 2007 

 
May 2007 1 

 
 

 
 

 
Dollars  

Corn ...............................  
 
Bu. 2.60 3.97 4.11 2.17 3.39 3.48 

Wheat, Winter 2 ..............  
 
Bu. - - - 4.06 4.87 4.58 

Oats ...............................  
 
Bu. 2.85 2.56 2.20 1.85  2.46 2.36 

Barley 2 ..........................  
 
Bu. - - - 2.97 3.07 3.33 

Soybeans 2.....................  
 
Bu. - - - 5.68 6.88 7.15

 
Hay, Dry All ....................  

 
Ton 154.00 139.00 147.00 113.00 124.00 138.00 

     Dry Alfalfa     .............  
 
Ton 178.00 159.00 161.00 117.00 128.00 144.00 

     Dry Other...................  
 
Ton 140 00 136.00 139.00 95.80  113.00 116.00 

Apples, Fresh Use..........  
 
Lb. 0.210 0.237 6 0.189 0.284 0.295 

Cows, Slaughter.............  
 
Cwt. 50.00 48.20 52.40 47.40 49.20 51.60 

Steers & Heifers .............  
 
Cwt. 80.10 92.80 94.50 86.30 99.90 98.60 

Calves............................  
 
Cwt. 139.00 115.00 116.00 134.00 127.00 126.00 

Barrows & Gilts ..............  
 
Cwt. 44.50 43.30 47.90 48.90 48.10 52.80 

Sows ..............................  
 
Cwt. 29.00 27.40 31.30 30.10 27.90 32.60 

Sheep ............................  
 
Cwt. 44.40 39.40 - 32.50 33.80 - 

Lambs ............................  
 
Cwt. 104.00 126.00 - 88.90 97.20 - 

Eggs 3 ............................  
 
Doz. 0.200 0.510 0.560 0.222 0.558 0.615 

Milk, Fluid Grade ............  
 
Cwt. 13.50 18.00 - 11.90 16.60 17.80 

  Manufactured Grade 4 ..  
 
Cwt. 10.90 - - 11.30 15.90 17.20 

  All.................................  
 
Cwt. 13.50 18.00 19.40 11.90 16.60 17.80 

Milk Cows 5 
 
Head - 1,700.00 -  1,730.00 - 

1 Preliminary.  2 Pennsylvania price not published on monthly basis, average price is published annually.  3 Market (table) eggs, including eggs sold 
retail by the producer.  4 PA is no longer published due to insufficient manufacturing grade milk volume.  5 Quarterly (Jan., Apr., Jul, Oct.).  6  Apples 
insufficient sales to estqblish a pirce. 

 
MAY FARM PRICES RECEIVED 

INDEX UP 4 POINTS FROM LAST MONTH 
 

The preliminary All Farm Products Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers in May, at 138 percent, based on 1990-92=100, increased 4 
points (3.0 percent) from April.  The Crop Index is up 3 points (2.1 
percent) and the Livestock Index increased 5 points (3.9 percent).  
Producers received higher commodity prices for milk, hogs, hay, and 
broilers.  Lower prices were received for lettuce, cattle, broccoli, and 
cauliflower.  The overall index is also affected by the seasonal change 
based on a 3-year average mix of commodities producers sell.  
Increased average marketings of sweet corn, broilers, peaches, and 
wheat offset decreased marketings of cattle, milk, oranges, and 
apples. 
 
The preliminary All Farm Products Index is up 27 points (24 percent) 
from May 2006.  The Food Commodities Index, at 139, increased 4 
points (3.0 percent) from last month and increased 28 points (25 
percent) from May 2006. 
 
Feed Grains & Hay:  The May index is 158, up 4.6 percent from last 
month and 48 percent above a year ago.  The corn price, at $3.48 per 
bushel, is up 9 cents from last month and $1.31 above May 2006.  The 
all hay price, at $138 per ton, is up $14.00 from April and $25.00 from 
last May.  Sorghum grain, at $5.78 per cwt, is 18 cents below April but 
$1.77 above May last year. 
 
Dairy Products:  The May index, at 136, is up 7.1 percent from a month 
ago and 49 percent higher than May last year.  The May all milk price 
of $17.80 per cwt is up $1.20 from last month and $5.90 from May 
2006.  The fluid grade milk price is up $1.20 and the manufacturing 
grade milk price is up $1.30 from the previous month. 
 
Livestock & Products:  The May index, at 134, is 3.9 percent above last 
month and up 29 percent from May 2006.  Compared with a year ago, 
prices are higher for milk, broilers, cattle, eggs, hogs, and turkeys.  The 
price for calves is down from last year. 

 
U.S. PARITY PRICES FOR FARM PRODUCTS1 

 
Commodity 

 
Unit 

 
May 
2006 

 
Apr 

2007 

 
May 
2007 

  Dollars 
Wheat ................................. Bu. 10.40 10.90 10.90

Corn.................................... Bu. 7.76 8.04 8.06

All Milk, Sold to Plants 2....... Cwt. 38.40 40.20 40.30

Wool ................................... Lb. 1.62 1.72 1.72

Barley ................................. Bu. 7.25 7.58 7.59

Oats.................................... Bu. 4.31 4.50 4.51

Potatoes.............................. Cwt. 16.00 17.10 17.20

Rye ..................................... Bu. 6.92 8.67 8.69

Soybeans............................ Bu. 17.20 17.80 17.80

Apples, For Fresh Use 3 ...... Lb. 0.527 0.630 0.631

Beef Cattle .......................... Cwt. 192.00 213.00 213.00

Calves................................. Cwt. 267.00 306.00 306.00

Hogs ................................... Cwt. 117.00 122.00 122.00

Lambs................................. Cwt. 232.00 249.00 250.00

Sheep ................................. Cwt. 95.40 103.00 103.00

Eggs ................................... Doz. 1.77 1.84 1.85

Turkeys, Live....................... Lb. 1.090 1.170 1.170
 
1 Parity prices are computed under the provisions of Title III, Subtitle a, 
Section 301 (a) of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 as amended by 
the Agricultural Acts of 1948, 1949, and 1956.  2 Seasonally adjusted price 
as percentage of parity price.  3 Equivalent packinghouse-door returns for 
CA, NY (apples only).  Price at point of first sale for other states. 

 

 
 



 

  

COLD STORAGE HIGHLIGHTS:  APRIL 30, 2007
 

Apples in cold storage reported by cold storage warehouses for 
Pennsylvania totaled 1,845,000 bushels on April 30, 2007, compared 
to 2,370,000 bushels on April 30, 2006.  The three varieties with the 
largest fresh market and processing reported stocks in bushels were:  
York with 597,000; Rome with 470,000; and Golden Delicious with 
285,500. 

Total apple stocks in Pennsylvania totaled 77,490,000 pounds on 
April 30, 2007, compared to 99,540,000 pounds on April 30, 2006. 
  

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA APPLES IN COLD STORAGE, APRIL 2007 
April 30, 2006 April 30, 2007 

Fresh Market 1 Processing Fresh Market 1 Processing Variety 
Reg. C.A. Reg. C.A. 

Total 
Reg. C.A. Reg. C.A. 

Total 

 Bushels 
Braeburn      0 0 0 0 0 
Cortland      0 1,000 0 0 1,000 
Empire      0 7,000 0 0 7,000 
Fuji 7,000 39,000 0 0 46,000 8,000 16,500 8,500 0 33,000 
Gala 0 3,000 0 0 3,000 0 1,000 0 0 1,000 
Golden Delicious 3,000 151,000 251,000 118,000 523,000 500 125,000 87,000 73,000 285,500 
Granny Smith      0 0 7,500 92,000 99,500 
Idared      500 1,000 500 42,000 44,000 
Jonagold      500 2,500 7,500 0 10,500 
Jonathan      0 0 0 0 0 
McIntosh 0 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 5,500 0 0 5,500 
Mutsu/Crispin      500 1,000 3,000 0 4,500 
Northern Spy      0 0 0 0 0 
Pink Lady      1,500 1,000 0 0 2,500 
Red Delicious 2,000 128,000 23,000 28,000 181,000 500 165,000 30,000 29,000 224,500 
Rome 0 30,000 151,000 249,000 430,000 500 28,500 90,000 351,000 470,000 
Rome Sport      0 3,000 29,000 2,000 34,000 
Spartan      0 0 0 0 0 
Stayman 0 3,000 1,000 0 4,000 0 1,000 500 0 1,500 
Winesap      0 0 0 0 0 
York 1,000 1,000 401,000 626,000 1,029,000 0 0 102,000 495,000 597,000 
All Other Varieties 4,000 22,000 41,000 85,000 152,000 2,500 3,000 11,000 0 16,500 
Not Segregated      0 0 3,500 4,000 7,500 
     All Varieties 17,000 379,000 868,000 1,106,000 2,370,000 15,000 362,000 380,000 1,088,000 1,845,000 

1 Includes total quantities on hand; graded and ungraded, packed or loose on the last day of the month specified. 

 
APPLE STOCKS IN COLD STORAGE, PENNSYLVANIA & UNITED STATES 

All Warehouse Stocks 
Commodity 

April 30, 2006 March 31, 2007 April 30, 2007 
Pennsylvania  
Apples:    
    Regular Storage 37,170,000 49,350,000 16,590,000 
    Controlled Atmosphere 62,370,000 74,004,000 60,900,000 
        TOTAL APPLES 99,540,000 123,354,000 77,490,000 
United States    
Apples:      
    Regular Storage 107,210,000 169,054,000 86,205,000 
    Controlled Atmosphere 1,638,330,000 2,144,969,000 1,568,388,000 
         TOTAL APPLES 1,745,540,000 2,314,023,000 1,654,593,000 
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MONTHLY POULTRY SUMMARY 

Item Pennsylvania United States 
 

Unit 
Apr 2006 Mar 2007 Apr 2007 Apr 2006 Mar 2007 Apr 2007 

Layers .......................................  Thous. 23,947 22,679 22,560 348,643  346,437 343,825 
Eggs Per 100 Layers.................  Number 2,313 2,416 2,336 2,164 2,243 2,162 
Eggs Produced..........................  Million 554 548 527 7,543 7,769 7,434 
Chick Hatch-Egg Type ..............  Thous. 3,741 5,532 5,008 35,435 40,537 39,704 
Chick Hatch-Broiler Type ..........  Thous. 14,340 14,127 13,830 787,457 810,732 800,524 
Poults Placed ............................  Thous. - - - 24,212 26,433 26,140 

 
 

EGG PRODUCTION 
 
Egg production in Pennsylvania during April 2007 totaled 527 million eggs, 
down 5 percent from the 554 million eggs produced in April 2006.  The 
total number of layers averaged 22.5 million during April, a 6 percent drop 
from last year.  Production per 100 layers was 2,336 eggs during the 
month, an increase of 23 eggs from April 2006. 
 
Egg-type chicks hatched during April 2007 totaled 5.0 million, up 34 
percent from the 3.7 million hatched the previous April.  Broiler-type chicks 
hatched totaled 13.8 million during April 2007, down 4 percent from the 
same month last year.   
 
United States' egg production totaled 7.43 billion during April 2007, down 1 
percent from last year’s total during April.  The total number of layers 
during April averaged 344 million, down 1 percent    from last year.  April 
egg production per 100 layers was 2,162 eggs, down slightly from April 
2006. 
 
Egg-type chicks hatched in the United States during April totaled 39.7 
million, up 12 percent from April 2006.  Broiler-type hatch totaled 801 
million, a 2 percent increase from last year at this time.  There were 26.1 
million turkey poults placed in the United States during April 2007, up 8 
percent from the placements during the same month a year ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER, APR 2007  
 

Specie 
 

Unit 
 

Pennsylvania 
 

United States 
Red Meat Prod .... Million pounds 105.9       3,753.0  
Cattle .................... 1,000 Head 77.8         2,701.6
 1,000 pounds live 96,113      3,324,260
Calves .................. 1,000 Head 14.3              56.9
 1,000 pounds live 5,651 19,674
Hogs ..................... 1,000 Head 241.6 8,465.3
 1,000 pounds live 61,070 2,284,018 
Sheep & Lambs.... 1,000 Head 5.4 216.9
 1,000 pounds live 482 30,004

 
 

LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 
 
Commercial red meat production, dressed weight basis, in Pennsylvania 
during April 2007 totaled 105.9 million pounds, up 16 percent from April 
2006.  Beef production, at 96.1 million pounds live weight, was up 20 
percent from April 2006.  Total head slaughtered was 77,800, up 19 
percent.  Live weight averaged 1,243 pounds, up 2 pounds from last year.  
Veal production was 5.7 million pounds live weight, up 13 percent from last 
year.   Calf slaughter of 14,300 head was up 18 percent from last year.  
Average live weight decreased 20 pounds to 396 pounds.  Pork production 
was 61.1 million pounds live weight, up 13 percent from last year.  Total 
head slaughtered was 241,600, up 11 percent from April 2006.  Average 
live weight increased 6 pounds from last year to 253 pounds. Lamb and 
mutton production during April 2007 was 482,000 pounds live weight, 
down 22 percent.  The number slaughtered was 5,400, down 26 percent 
from last year.  Average live weight increased 5 pounds to 90 pounds. 
 

 
 
 
 

County estimates for 2006 can now be found online for 
hay, forage, barley, oats, wheat, corn, soybeans, 

sorghum and tobacco.   
 

Check out NASS’s homepage at www.nass.usda.gov  


